THE    GREAT    WAR

patriotic service and sacrifice was not confined to
any age-group of women, but that the grandmothers
and little girls (as mentioned above) were as eager
to serve as women of other ages.

One exciting case of feminine espionage was that
of Sophie Zawisza who, at the beginning of the
war, spent three months spying out the strength
and disposition of the enemy in the actual area of
operations in the Cracow- Kielc-Radom line and
in the environments of Lublin* As she was born
and brought up in this area, she knew not only the
topography of the region, but also many of its
inhabitants and, in addition to gathering reliable
information, she also managed to do a great deal of
recruiting for the Polish Legion* One day, however,
as she was walking in the street with a woman
friend, they were arrested by the Russian gen-
darmes, taken before the local mayor and searched.
On Mme Zawisza they found a Polish military pass;
on her friend, a sheet of paper, one half of which
was covered with a harmless scrawl made by a
child's hand, while the other contained notes of a
military character. Mme Zawisza, in order to save
her friend, immediately claimed the sheet of paper
as her own, but the mayor and the gendarme who
was guarding the prisoners ignored her. The mayor
wrote out a lengthy report, incriminating both
women, then he placed it, together with the pass
and the sheet of paper, into an envelope. Fortu-
nately, at this point both the mayor and the
gendarme were called into the next room. Like
lightning, Mme Zawisza bounded to the desk,